Who's Elon Musk?

Elon Reeve Musk (born June 28, 1971) is a South African-Canadian-American businessman. He was born in
South Africa. He moved to Canada and later became a U.S. citizen. Musk is the current CEO & Chief
Product Architect of Tesla, Inc., a company that makes electric vehicles. He is also the CEO of Solar City, a
company that makes solar panels, and the CEO & CTO of SpaceX, an aerospace company.

Twitter Takeover

Elon Musk became the new owner of Twitter on October 27. He also runs the electric carmaker Tesla and the
rocket company SpaceX. Musk paid $44 billion for the social-media company.

Many are wondering how Twitter will change now that he’s in charge. Musk has said that he would loosen
the rules that govern what can be posted on the platform. He says this would promote free speech. Others
worry that Musk will unblock users whose accounts were suspended for breaking Twitter’s rules. Those rules
ban disinformation and hate speech.

Musk tried to address the issue on October 27. “Twitter obviously cannot become a free-for-all . . . where
anything can be said with no consequences,” he wrote. He later added that he would form a “content-
moderation council.” Until that happens, he says Twitter’s policies will not change.

Stop and Think! What is free speech? Do you think there should be rules about what people can post on
social-media platforms like Twitter? Why?



